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On March 19, 2019, a work session meeting of the Odessa City Council was held at 3:34 p.m.,
in the fifth floor conference room, City Hall, 411 West 8th Street, Odessa, Texas.

City Council present: Mayor David R. Turner; Council members: Detra White, District Three;
Tom Sprawls, District Four; Mari Willis, District Five; and Peggy Dean, At-Large.

City Council absent: Council members Malcolm Hamilton, District One and Dewey Bryant,
District Two.

Others present: Michael Marrero, City Manager; Norma Aguilar-Grimaldo, City Secretary;
Gary Landers, Interim City Attorney; and Phillip Urrutia, Assistant City Manager.

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and the following proceedings were held:
Council member Willis gave the invocation.

Discussion of Ethics Ordinance. Mayor Turner stated that ethics was discussed at the
retreat. He reviewed a number of policies and suggested reviewing the City of Belmont. Mr.
Marrero did not recall any previous Council that discussed ethics. The past Councils
understood what was required and needed. Council member Dean stated that the TxDOT
ethics was a good policy. It could be incorporated into the ordinance.

The policy was reviewed. Mr. Landers would change the language appropriate to Texas law
and the City titles. Each section was reviewed and sections would be rewritten. Council
member Dean had concerns on acting in the public interest but the perception of personal
interest. Mr. Landers explained conflict of interest. Over the years, Texas law was changed.
The perceived appearance was not a conflict of interest. If there were a conflict of interest,
a form would need to be signed to disclose. Most elected officials abstained from voting.
Council member Willis asked about the appearance of fairness. Mr. Landers provided
examples of being affected by a decision, which was not a conflict of interest. Council
member Dean emphasized that it was important that citizens trust the Council’s decisions.
Mr. Landers would include that the standard form must be used in the policy. Council
member Dean asked about insider knowledge. Mr. Landers explained used Downtown as
an example. The Council’s goal was to improve Downtown through incentives. The Council
could go through the process. It would be a conflict of interest if it benefited in an
inappropriate way. He recommended talking to Legal if there were any concerns on issues.
He stated that Council decide and enforce the policy. The Council would recognize and
exercise its authority and obligation.

Council member Dean received a text from Council member Hamilton. She stated Council
member Hamilton would like this tabled for the opportunity to discuss as he has input. The
policy was for review and no action would be taken.

Discussion was held on the other sections of the policy. Council members made
suggestions on rewriting and deleting certain sections. On boards and commissions,
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Council member White had concerns if Council had different goals from the board. Mr.
Landers explained that Council had the authority to appoint, remove or reappoint the
members. Council member White asked how to address conduct if arised in the Council
meeting. Mr. Landers stated it could be directed at to Sergeant At Arms. The issue could
be discussed at a future Council meeting. Mr. Landers would make changes to the policy
as discussed. It would be reviewed in the near future.

There was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 4:44 p.m.
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