
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 
CITY OF ODESSA, TEXAS 

 
APRIL 2, 2019 

 
 

On April 2, 2019, a work session meeting of the Odessa City Council was held at 5:00 p.m., in 
the fifth floor conference room, City Hall, 411 West 8th Street, Odessa, Texas. 
 
City Council present: Mayor David R. Turner; Council members: Dewey Bryant, District Two; 
Tom Sprawls, District Four; and Peggy Dean, At-Large. 
 
City Council absent: Council member Malcolm Hamilton, District One; Detra White, District 
Three; and Mari Willis, District Five. 
 
Others present: Norma Aguilar-Grimaldo, City Secretary; Gary Landers, Interim City 
Attorney; Cindy Muncy, Interim Assistant City Manager; Phillip Urrutia, Assistant City 
Manager; and other members of City staff. 
 
Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and the following proceedings were held: 
 
Council member Dean gave the invocation. 
 
CRMWD Update.  John Grant, CRMWD, introduced the four Odessa CRMWD members 
present.  He provided an update on CRMWD.  He reported that there were no foreseeable 
drought conditions. There was favorable condition for rainfall predicted this year.  He 
reviewed the water customers and contracts of CRMWD.   He provided information on the 
sources of water and most of the delivery of water was surface water.  He reviewed the 
history on Odessa’s water usage.   CRMWD has projected operations for 60 months.  Mr. 
Grant reviewed the surface water availability to the major lakes, which has come up from 
previous years. He discussed the Ward and Winkler Counties groundwater, which was 
1,450,800-acre feet in storage.  He provided the projected water use and supply for the 
future.  There was a drop of water usage in 2030 due to Midlands’ contract ending. He 
stated that CRMWD was positioned well into the future.  CRMWD had future projects that 
included the University Lands Groundwater Option and the expansion of the Ward County 
system from 45 MGD to 65 MGD.   Mr. Grant discussed the current projects that was 
$41,050,000.  Mr. Grant provided the structure on Odessa as an owner and contractor of 
CRMWD.  Mayor Turner commended Mr. Grant and the four Odessa members for their 
work.   
 
ODC resolution of support for creation of workforce housing coalition. Betsy Triplett-
Hurt, ODC President, reported on a follow-up meeting that was held and citizens signed up 
for committees.  The Housing Odessa Workers should be a coalition of multiple entities 
including ODC.  The four committees were Vacant Lot Redevelopment, Incentives, Rental 
Properties, and Housing Navigation Center.  Once the housing market stabilized, the 
committees would cease.  The Housing Navigation Center would be housed at the Odessa 
Chamber and the hired person would be a Chamber employee.  There was not enough City 
staff or Odessa Housing Finance Corporation staff to handle the project.  Several entities 
would fund the navigator until Council approves to move forward.  The job description would 
be based on experience of a realtor’s license, project management, economic development 
background, legal background, and communications.  The navigator would assist with the 
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process of all parties to keep projects on track and monitor the committees’ activities. She 
stated all projects would go through Compliance Committee, ODC and the City Council that 
included the projects associated with the $5 million.  Council member Bryant stated Odessa 
was in a crisis and we did not need to slow down any process.  Mrs. Triplett-Hurt stated that 
Gene Collins would like a joint workshop with Council. 
 
Ted Tuminowski, ODC board member, reported that the plan was not approved by ODC.  
He asked Council to consider a different approach.  He stated that the contractors should 
deal with the housing organizations that were familiar with the issues.  He stated the 
housing issue was a community problem and it would take everyone to work together.   He 
recommend for Odessa Housing Finance Corporation (OHFC) to handle the project, as they 
have over 40 years of building homes.  The organization was in place and a good 
professional tool in place.  David Boutin stated that all the resources should be coordinated 
and solicit participation.  All the organizations and entities were important parties.    
 
Professional services agreement with Halff Associates to update Parks Master Plan.  
Steve Patton, Parks and Recreation Director, stated that the update for the Parks Master 
Plan was needed to compete for grants.  The plan was utilized to target future development 
and it stays in line with the needs for the community.  Three proposals were evaluated.  He 
recommended Halff Associates.  Council member Dean asked about the projects from the 
current plan that have not been accomplished.  Mr. Patton stated that the consultant would 
analyze those projects. Public surveys could be narrowed down and tailored to council 
districts or zip codes.  Mr. Patton listed several number of fields that were abandoned and 
not utilized.  Council member Bryant was concerned with the lack of baseball field activity.  
 
Purchase and installation of an on-course restroom for Ratliff Ranch Golf. This item 
was tabled.  
 
Award of proposal for roadway reconstruction of University Blvd. Improvements.  Hal 
Feldman, Traffic Engineer, provided the history on the project, which started in December 
2014. The first bid had no bids submitted.  The second bid was an RFP that received two 
proposals.  The RFP provided for more flexibility. He recommended the award to Reece 
Albert for $13,966,063 for asphalt roadway on University.  There would be an additional $2.9 
million needed for the project.  He suggested post phoning the rest of the CIP projects and 
use the funds from those projects.  Mrs. Muncy reviewed the sales tax collections to date.  
She stated that that the funds could be used from sales tax and any unused contingency 
funds could be transferred back. She stated that another option was to use the interest 
earnings but that would only be $1 million.  Council member Bryant asked to review the 
projects during the budget process.  He was concerned about holding back on those 
projects. 
 
There was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
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